Browns fire GM Brown, hire a new GM, retain coach Jackson 
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Today’s weather California wildfires Midnight search 
pach 6 ° 
DN uma It burns and Feds raid 


Saturday: Cloudy, 35 | 22 
Sunday: Some sun, 33 | 25 


Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


Third Frontier money 
goes to opioid fight 

The Ohio Third Frontier Com- 
mission approved $10 million 
to advance technologies that 
will battle drug abuse and 
addiction. Several Northeast 
Ohio entitites are among the 
recipients. AG 


County pay: Cuyahoga County 
wants to continue to pay over- 
time to salaried employees 
who work beyond 40 hours 
while it develops a new com- 
pensation policy to be sub- 
mitted to County Council for 
approval. AG 


Nation&World 


Franken will resign 
from Senate soon 


Sen. Al Franken, the Minne- 
sota Democat, says he will 
resign “in the coming weeks” 
from the Senate, becoming 
the highest-profile casualty in 
the growing list of lawmakers 
felled by charges of sexual ha- 
rassment or indiscretions. A9 


Ford moving work on 
electric SUV to Mexico 


Ford is shifting planned 
production of a small elec- 
tric-powered sport utility 
vehicle to a plant in Mexico 
instead of a factory in Mich- 
igan. A15 


UH’s impact: In the past 
three years, University Hos- 
pitals has increased its eco- 
nomic contribution to the 
state by $3 billion, its consul- 
tant says. A15 


Sports 


LeBron James finds 

his shooting touch 

LeBron James is seventh in the 
NBA in shooting at .587, a ca- 
reer high. He’s enjoying one of 
the finest statistical seasons of 
his storied career. B1 


Forum 


Locked medicine 

cabinet can save lives 
Perspective: His daughter 
would still be alive if he’d 
known about the danger that 
killed her — prescription pills 
that weren’t locked away, an 
anguished writer says. E1 


Friday 

Letting Loush 

for the holidays 

The Cleveland Public Theatre 
is putting on the “The Loush 
Sisters.” You don’t go to see 
the Loushes so much as to ex- 


perience them, critic Andrea 
Simakis writes. P1 


cleveland.com 


Which is Clevelands 
Best Holiday Beer? 


Help us pick which 
of 19 Christmas ales 
is the greatest. Cast 


your vote in Cleve- 
land’s Best Holiday Beer con- 
test at cleveland.com/best 
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it keeps burning’ 


JENNIFER MEDINA 
AND JACK HEALY 
New York Times 


Los ANGELES — The 
flames raced across brit- 
tle hillsides like advanc- 
ing armies. Up and down 
Southern California’s can- 
yons and coastlines, they 
stormed into neighbor- 
hoods and engulfed homes 
where people were using 
sprinklers and garden hoses 
as a last, desperate defense 
against the wind-driven 
wildfires. 

On Thursday, the hot, dry 
winds sparked new fires in 
San Diego and Riverside 
counties and up the coast. 
Nearly 200,000 people were 
forced to evacuate, and 
residents in areas already 
charred by wildfire worried 
that the strengthening, er- 
ratic winds could ignite new 
fires at any moment. 

Across the region, people 
wiped stinging smoke from 
their eyes and huddled in- 
side to avoid the scrim of 
acrid air. 

They stood in their front 
yards and prayed. They 
sifted through their charred 
homes, fled to evacuation 
shelters and said that even 
in this wildfire-prone state, 
they had never confronted 


> 
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late-season blazes as fast 
and ferocious as these. 

“We've always been under 
threat of fire; we’re used to 
it,” said Suzanne White, 
who drove past curtains of 
flames above the 101 free- 
way as she fled her home in 
the mountain-fringed town 
of Ojai. 

“But this year, the fires 
are raging so fast and fu- 


WALLY SKALIJ | LOS ANGELES TIMES | TNS 
A resident cries as wind-whipped fire approaches the town of La Conchita early Thursday morning. 


200,000 flee smoke, flames as inferno grows 


riously that you can’t get 
ahead of them.” 

“It burns,” she said, “and 
it keeps burning.” 

Some people agonized 
over whether to stay and 
defend their homes or join 
the thousands who had 
already evacuated. Along 
Faria Beach, on the edge of 
the Pacific in Ventura, Steve 
Andruszkewicz, 75, and his 


HILARY SWIFT | NEW YORK TIMES 
Gloria and Steve Andruszkewicz, outside their home on Faria Beach in Ventura, 
had their cars packed and ready to evacuate on Thursday. The power was out 
and smoke hung in the air as ash fell on their home. 


wife, Gloria, had packed 
both cars in case the fire- 
fighters battling spot blazes 
nearby told them to go. 

The power was out and an 
acrid tang of smoke hung in 
the air. A light snow of ash 
and burned needles and 
leaves had drifted down 
onto their home. 


SEE INFERNO | A13 


Agriculture Dept. regulations 


U.S. seeks to ease school lunch rules 


Willard, Ohio, children object, while others applaud nutrition relaxation 


STEPHEN KOFF 
skoff@cleveland.com 


WASHINGTON — In less 
time than it takes to say 
“pass the salt,” Americans 
are sounding off on relaxed 
school nutrition rules from 
the Trump administration 
— rules that could return 
more chocolate milk, white 
bread and unenriched pasta 
to school cafeterias. 

It’s not as if Mountain 
Dew and Hostess Ding 


Dongs are about to be- 
come school lunch staples. 
But even a slight easing of 
school lunch and breakfast 
nutrition rules issued in 
2012 and championed by 
then-First Lady Michelle 
Obama has children and 
adults taking sides. 

A class of fourth-graders 
in Willard, Ohio, south of 
Sandusky, even wrote to the 
U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture. 

“This is Mrs. Chaffins’ 


fourth grade class from Wil- 
lard, Ohio and we believe 
that [we] need to keep the 
lunches as they are, be- 
cause they are healthy,” the 
students in Sherri Chaffins’ 
class wrote last week. “We 
realize that too many kids 
are overweight and don’t get 
to eat healthy at home. This 
may be the only healthy meal 
they may get. We like our 
schools’ healthy lunches.” 
But, said a third-grader 
somewhere in America — 


the city and state were not 
identified online — named 
Sofi Herrington: “I am in 
the 3rd grade, and I think 
that it is good that kids will 
have tastier foods to choose 
from. Because kids are the 
ones who will be eating the 
food, they should have the 
option to make their own 
decisions about the food 
they eat, even if the food is 
considered to be unhealthy.” 


sEE LUNCH | A10 


Cleveland 
City Hall, 
seize files 


Section chief owns 
engineering firm 


Eric HEISIG 
eheisig @cleveland.com 


Federal agents searched 
Cleveland’s Division of 
Engineering and Construc- 
tion in a Wednesday raid 
and seized files related to a 
company owned by a mid- 
level employee, according 
to documents released by 
the city Thursday after- 
noon. 

Agents from the FBI, 
IRS and Department of 
Housing and Urban De- 
velopment took 10 items, 
including files related to 
Pioneer Engineering, a 
company owned by Khalil 
Ewais, an engineer and 
section chief for construc- 
tion inspection. The divi- 
sion where Ewais works 
is part of the city’s Capital 
Projects office. 

Ewais, 42, has not been 
charged in the investiga- 
tion. 

Authorities also seized 
files pertaining to Bur- 
ton Scot Contractors, a 
Geauga County-based 
paving company that has 
been awarded city and 
Cuyahoga County con- 
tracts. 

Information about 
Wednesday night’s search 
was culled from four pages 
of documents — a warrant, 
a return and evidence re- 
covery log — which federal 
agents left on a desk in the 
office where the search 
took place. 


SEE RAID | A4 


Governor’s race 
O'Neill to 
announce 


today he'll 
leave court 


JEREMY PELZER 
Jpelzer @cleveland.com 


CoLumBus — Democratic 
gubernatorial candidate 
Bill O’Neill said Thursday 
he will announce today 
that he will resign from 
the Ohio 
Supreme 
Court at a 
later date. 

O’Neill, 
the only 
Democrat 
on the 
state’s high 
court, said 
in an inter- 
view that 
he would wait until today 
to reveal exactly when he 
will step down. 

But he noted his earlier 
promise that he would re- 
main on the court until he 
finishes decisions in the 
99 pending cases before 
the court. 

“As of yesterday after- 
noon, the 99 number has 
gotten down to 52,” O’Neill 
said. “And that’s not a bad 
number.” 


O'Neill 


SEE O’NEILL | A8 


74776 18011 


6 


4 = 


